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Overall Comments 

Thank you for sending me your assignment Julie and well done for completing this before Christmas. I 

am pleased that you have enjoyed this task and feeling positive about your photography. 

Feedback on the assignment 

Elements to consider with your assignments: 

The emphasis with this assignment is the communication of an idea over a period of time. Your 

understanding and enthusiasm for the task are obviously essential factors in your progression 

photographically.  

Following on from the previous exercises, we need to think very carefully about the relationships 

between the images and your initial intentions in respect of conveying a theme. This assignment has 

given you a lot of scope to be creative and original, and to use the skills that you have acquired on 

previous lessons. 

Your assignment in connection with the above points 

For this assignment your intention was to concentrate on temples and the significance of these to 

local Buddhists. You have taken time over this task, researching your subject and presenting a well- 

constructed account. Your personal involvement and enthusiasm for the subject have become in the 

work that you have produced, and looking at this from an outsider perspective has allowed you to 

(perhaps subconsciously) demonstrate a level of difference between Buddhist practice and a 

westernized belief system. 

Your written account tells us of the all embracing nature of the temples, and the acceptance that all 

people should be made to feel welcome. This point has been illustrated very well through the imagery. 
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The picture of the child, for instance climbing on the alter. People wearing ordinary clothing, not 

feeling a need to dress up and looking free from any restrictions or a code of behavior imposed on 

them. The open door policy, described is visible present in a number of your images, with people 

often preferring to participate from outside. The grounds themselves provide a place for reflection and 

this is well covered in the images. Your picture of people passing/ time passing in oblivion also 

illustrates your point, and your own connection to the space, very well.  You have made a good job of 

this, managing to maintain the level of calm, while keeping only a vague presence of people across 

the frame. This is a really good example of setting up the shot, in order to put your own message 

across to the viewer and so pleasing to see it included.  

I also really like the following images from your discarded section: 

Shoes – again this shows the connection between what happens at the temples and the everyday 

occurrence that this becomes. I love the abundance and variety of shoes left discarded in this space.  

Walkers rest - with subjects eating, this gives the impression of a park, which may be why you have 

decided to discard it. However, it adds an element of reality to the temple location. 

Alter – this has a fair amount of significance, has been captured in nice detail and may be worth 

including.  

Summary 

You’ve worked really hard for your final assignment, and given some careful consideration to what you 

really want to say to your audience about your chosen subject. Your viewpoint has been carefully 

established here. Although your strong supporting notes have helped clarify your purpose, the images 

have also highlighted the human interaction with the Buddhist temples, also giving us an insight into your 

own experiences when visiting.  

Learning Logs 

Your learning logs are looking much stronger now. To build on this work you could now add 

commentary on a few relevant practitioner images (examples that you looked at in The Photograph as 

Contemporary Art, for instance) 

Other 

Well done for completing your last assignment and I wish you every success with the formal 

assessment of your work.  
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