
 1 

Tutor 
Report 

 

Open College of the Arts 
Tutor report  

  
Student name  Julie Harding Student number   508728 

Course/Module  Digital Photographic 
Practice /1 

Assignment number   3:Monochrome 

 
Overall Comments 

Well done for completing your third assignment, Julie. You are making steady progress. 

Feedback on the assignment 

Elements to consider with your assignments: 

This assignment is about the creative effects of working in monochrome. To achieve high quality 

images you should consider form, tonal contrast and texture. 

Your assignment in connection with the above points 

Theme: A Day at a Silver Mine 

You have given a good indication of your first thoughts for this assignment, and the way that you 

arrived at your decision to work with ‘a day at a silver mine’ as your overall theme. I can see your 

thought processes here and your reasoning behind a choice of monochrome imagery in 

connection with this subject matter. Converting to black and white does perhaps highlight a gritty 

approach to the subject matter as well as adding a degree of authenticity to the results.  

Your comments ‘showcase how difficult life must have been’ start to scratch a little deeper 

beneath the surface of this subject. This is the point where putting in a little more homework 

would be of benefit to you. Your individuality as a photographer needs to develop from this point.  

Ideally, I would have liked to see you take your day trip as a starting point, or research, to the 

project, then producing images as a reaction to what you had seen. Imagine the kind of 

adjectives that you might use to describe working in such a place? How would you feel if you 

were part of this process? By applying your thoughts on this into what you produce 

photographically you would still be working thematically but the work would start to move in a 

direction that could not so easily be re-produced by other photographers. You would be 

developing your own ‘voice’. 

Images 
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Your images work very well at illustrating the tourist production line through the historical silver 

mine. The spotlights etc serve as a reminder that this is replicated experience and you have 

included elements such as the tea shop within the set. The images are competent and well 

produced though on a couple of occasions I would like to see a slightly better tonal range 

appearing: The first image, for instance, where the whites are quite dark and could do with being 

a tad lighter to enhance the overall balance of the picture. You’ve had a little bit of an issue with 

the perspective on a few of the shots. Note on the first image, for instance, that the vertical lines 

are appearing diagonal. This can be corrected at editing stage – you might like to look into this 

and find a tutorial relevant to the software you are using.  

Summary/ Pointers for the next assignment 

It is good to see you working thematically and really thinking about the elements that you want to 

include in your set. These logical through processes will really help the progression of your 

photography, both in what you are taking and in the selection and presentation at a later stage. I 

have given you a little bit more to think about in terms of working thematically and creatively here. 

Let’s see what you make of the next assignment, where you will be looking at the idea of real or 

fake. You will have lots of scope on this to add your own interpretation to the task.  

Learning Logs 

Are you producing a blog as well? You’ve indicated that you are reading books and need to 

reflect on these as evidence of your study. Research should also be including photographers 

work accessed via the internet and books, and visits to exhibitions. It maybe that you are being 

selective about what you are sending through to me, but learning logs need to be building 

alongside your assignments. It would be a good idea to send through more examples from your 

learning logs with your next assignment.  

Suggested reading/viewing  

You have indicated that you are about to look at Cotton’s ‘The Photograph as Contemporary Art’ 

and I feel that this will be of great benefit in thinking about adding what you refer to as 

‘uniqueness’ to the work that you produce.  

Other 

I look forward to receiving your next assignment and would suggest that two months would be a 

suitable time for this, giving you time to build on your learning logs. 

Tutor name:  Caroline Bloor 
Date  12th Sept 2013 
Next assignment due 12th Nov 2013 
 


